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This is interview #1 with Mr. Lotus F. [Felix]
Gartin of Brea, California. Today's date is
December 10, 1971, Arena interviewing. This is
the first interview that Mr. Gartin has had with anyone.
Mr. Gartin, may we begin by my asking you where and when you
were born?

ARENA:

GARTIN:

I was born in Indiana, in a town by the name of
Burney, in 1901, and I lived there until 1907,
moved to Rush County, Indiana, Rushville, and
lived there until 1919.

ARENA:
GARTIN:

Please continue, giving a general background of
your moving to California, right?

Well, I was raised on a farm and was a farmer's
family all my life. My dad had a stock farm,
raised Jersey cattle and we had a dairy, Poland
China hogs. They were registered hogs to start with, and
he had yearly sales, annual sales, for about eight years,
but it turned out that it was not a profitable business,
so he started raising hogs for the market, and raised just
regular hogs from then on, see? But we ran our dairy, and
we had three large fields.
I thought they were large. They
were thirty to thirty-five acres, and we rotated from corn
to wheat to hay every year. We had a field of each every
year. And here's something I think might be interesting to
some people. My father never used a sack of any kind of
commercial fertilizer in his life on our farm back there.
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ARENA:

At that time. Now, of course, people say that's
the latest thing, the best thing to do.

GARTIN:

We used animal fertilizer. We took our wheat and
thrashed it and had a straw pile.

ARENA:

But would it be correct to say that your father
was exceptional?

GARTIN:

He was. He would point out to me the advantage
in it was this: That in the corn, the corn would
fire--he called it firing.
The leaves on the corn
until up above the ears on the corn would fire when it got
hot weather if you used commercial fertilizer. And with
that old fertilizer we never had that firing.
It also shrunk
the grains on the corn. Our grains were a plump grain; their
grains were a shriveled grain, shriveled in at the head. Dad
pointed that out to me, see? Of course, I was just a kid
then, but
ARENA:

From your own knowledge or recollection, was the
advantage of the commercial that it was handier
and easier to use?

GARTIN:

It was handier and easier, that's right.

ARENA:

And maybe less expensive in the long run, because
your father had to put extra time . • .

That's right. We had our own manure spreader, so
to speak. Everything was with teams then. We had
no tractors.
Everything was done with animals,
and my brother was seven years older than I, and he worked
with my dad in the field, see? I worked with my mother
around the chickens and the dairy and gardening, and so
forth.
GARTIN:

ARENA:

Before we move on to your personal background, I
would like to have a general picture of your first
hand contact with President Nixon. But I am inter
ested in your background, so that people will have a better
way of judging your comments about farming, about anything
that comes up later on. But first of all, where and when
did you meet President Nixon the first time?
GARTIN:

I would say, in all probability in their store.
We used to trade at their store in East Whittier.

ARENA:

This would be the Nixon Grocery Store in East
Whittier.

GARTIN:

East Whittier, corner of Santa Gertrudes [Avenue]
and Whittier Boulevard. We didn't trade there
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permanently, but it was within about three-quarters of a
mile of our home.
ARENA:

About what year, Mr. Gartin?

GARTIN:

I would say about, probably about 1924.

ARENA:

It might help you to know this: Mr. [Francis
Anthony] Frank Nixon, the President's father,
moved there in 1922, so that was very close to
the time he just came there.

GARTIN:

Yeah, that's right.

ARENA:

Now, that was the first time you probably saw the
President, in and out of the store, where they
also had their residence near by. And over the
years have you seen him and the family, on and off, right
up to the present time?
GARTIN:

Well, I would go to the store for groceries for
my mother, and so forth, and then in the thirties-
I would say it would be in the middle thirties--I
started wholesaling fruits and vegetables from the Los
Angeles [California] market out to Whittier. I hauled to
about six or seven stops, and part of the time I hauled to
them.
ARENA:

So you had direct business relations with the
Nixons.

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

Was there any other direct or indirect contact?
For example, did you belong to the same church?

GARTIN:

No. They were Quakers and we were Baptists.
did not belong to their church.

I

ARENA:

How about anything in the way of schooling?
contact along those lines?

Any

GARTIN:

I would say about the major thing--I was reminisc
ing the other day with Chief [Wallace J.] Newman,
whom I play golf with--that I used to go up and
watch them practice when Dick was on the team up at Whittier
College, and he warmed the bench most of the time.
[Laughter]
ARENA:

Even during the practice?

GARTIN:

That's right. He was a bench warmer most of the
time, although a very, very congenial and nice
guy for that matter, but • • .
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ARENA:

We'll look into this a little more in detail, but
just to set the record straight, the President
entered Whittier College in 1930, and the Chief
was already there. About when did you first meet the Chief?
GARTIN:

I would say that I met the Chief, oh, probably in
the early thirties.

ARENA:

A lot of people you have met, I believe, through
your business today as a real estate man. I was
just wondering, would that have been the means by
which you met the Chief, also?
GARTIN:

No. I met him up at the college there. Our kids
went to Whittier College. My son and daughter both
went to Whittier College.

ARENA:

Would you mind giving me their years of graduation,
about?

GARTIN:

If I can remember, they graduated • • •

ARENA:

For example, were they there while the President
was there? His year of graduation was 1934.

GARTIN:

No, they were there afterwards.
the early fifties.

ARENA:

And would you mind giving me their names?

GARTIN:

Robert William and Geraldine Mary.

ARENA:

So you had contact with Chief Newman, and you
might or might not be aware that the President has
referred to the Chief as a remarkable football

They graduated in

coach.
GARTIN:

That's right. He's a wonderful guy.
with him every week.

ARENA:

Very interesting.

I play golf

GARTIN:

I might remark this, I used to think that the
Chief was a very sordid, glum guy, but when I play
golf with him he's a wonderful guy. Really, he is.
He's a wonderful guy, and he's one-quarter blood Indian and
he's always bringing up something about the Indians and so
forth, and we kid him a lot, but he can take kidding. That's
one thing that a lot of people don't think that the Chief can
take, but he surely can. We have a lot of fun together.

ARENA:

Do you know the Chief socially, besides golf?
was just wondering, do you belong to the same
service club?

I
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GARTIN:

No, I never belonged to any service clubs in
Whittier. I belonged to the Masonic Lodge; not
here, but I belonged while I was up in Oregon.
I was up there for about four years.
I joined the Masonic
Lodge up there.
ARENA:

Speaking about the Masons, is there any contact
between you and the President or the family re
garding the Masons?

GARTIN:

None in regard to that.

ARENA:

As far as you know, Frank Nixon was not a Mason?

GARTIN:

Not that I know of.

ARENA:

On the question of education, could you possibly
ever have served on the school board, or anything
like that?

GARTIN:

No, I never did.

ARENA:

Or your wife?

GARTIN:

No, neither one of us have.

ARENA:

Now, is there any other possible contact between
you and the President in this regard: You know
he practiced law. Did you ever go to him as your
lawyer?

GARTIN:

No, I never had use for an attorney, for that
matter. But when he was in college, I went to
several of his debates. He was very, very inter
esting as a. • . . I was not a brain. I never went to any
college, at all. I graduated from high school in Indiana
and came to California, and I worked the rest of my life,
so to speak; but Richard was a wonderful debater.

ARENA:

Excuse me. Do you mind if I ask you--you might have
said it, and I want to be sure--were these debates
during the college or high school period?

GARTIN:

The college period.

ARENA:

That takes care of attending his debates. Did you
ever attend any plays in which he acted? He acted
both at college, and after he graduated he appeared
in .

GARTIN:

I know he did, but I don't remember of ever attend
ing any of the plays. I don't recall them.
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ARENA:

Any contact with the President's wife, Mrs. Richard
Nixon, Pat?

GARTIN:

I didnlt know her personally.

ARENA:

Now, how about the President's immediate family,
such as. . . . We mentioned Frank [Francis Anthony
Nixon] and, of course, there was that contact;
Mrs. Hannah [Nixon], that was all through the store. Was
there possibly ever any social contact, maybe your wife and
she belonged to the East Whittier Woman's Improvement Club.
GARTIN:

Yes, she and my wife belonged to the East Whittier
Womanls club in Mrs. Nixon's later years. She
died at the Whittmar Nursing Complex right here on
East Whittier Boulevard, east of Santa Gertrudes Avenue. My
mother was a resident there, and that's where she passed on,
see? Along with Orville Espolt's mother-in-law, Mrs. Craig,
and Arlington MillIs mother. They were East Whittier people,
see?
ARENA:

Now, how about the President's immediate family
again, such as his brother Donald [F.rancis Donald
Nixon] and his brother Edward [Calvert Nixon]?
Any contact with them?
GARTIN:

I had very little contact with Edward, but I had
considerable with Don, because when I would go to
the store to take orders for fruits and vegetables,
to bring them from the Los Angeles market to their store,
either Don or his dad would give me the order.

ARENA:

Do you recall about the years when you were doing
this, Mr. Gartin?

GARTIN:

It was in the late thirties.

ARENA:

Now, we'll move away from the President's imme
diate family and go to some of his aunts and
uncles.

GARTIN:

Elizabeth Harrison. She was a next-door neighbor
to us for about, I guess, six or seven years.

ARENA:

Were you aware, when you were a neighbor, that
she was the sister of Mrs. Hannah Nixon?

GARTIN:

Yes, I was aware of that.

ARENA:

Because weIll look at this a little later, too.
Did the President, for example, visit and you
could see him on her place? Do you recall that
happening?
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GARTIN:

Oh, yes, live seen him over at her place from
time to time.
I would be either, oh, pruning or
tractoring. I did the tractor work on my dad's
ranch there, and it was right adjacent to their house.
And I have seen him over there with his aunt and cousins at
their place, for that matter.
ARENA:

Using the names of streets and roads of today,
where was that home?

GARTIN:

It was on Cole Road.

ARENA:

Cole and what?

GARTIN:

Just south of Whittier Boulevard. There is not a
street right where that old house set, for that
matter. I think that they destroyed that old
house and put in a subdivision there.
ARENA:

Now, for a newcomer such as myself, when you say
south, would that be on the same side as the Quad
[Shopping Center]?

GARTIN:

Yeah.

ARENA:

That's the same side as the Quad. And when you say
north, that would be the side where Whittier college
and the main part of Whittier is located, that's
north.

GARTIN:

Right.

ARENA:

I see.

Now, how about some other aunts and uncles?

GARTIN:

Well, Oscar Marshburn; I've known him and his wife
[Rose Olive Marshburn] practically the time. • • •
I guess I've known them as long as I have the Nixon
family, maybe longer, for that matter.

ARENA:

And you were aware that the Marshburns were related,
and that Mrs. Marshburn was Mrs. Hannah Nixon's
sister?

GARTIN:

Right.

ARENA:

And do you recall situations where the President
would be visiting them, or be on their property?

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

You knew the Marshburns, but were not their
neighbors.

-8

GARTIN:

No, I was not their neighbor.
The Marshburns lived
on Whittier Boulevard, where the Quad is at the
present time.

ARENA:

And were you aware that the house where they lived
was the President's grandparents' home?

GARTIN:

The old [Franklin] Milhous property; that's right.

ARENA:

And do you recall his grandparents, if you came
here before 1918--not the grandfather [Franklin
Milhous].

GARTIN:

I came in 1919.

ARENA:

Then you just missed him.
was not alive then. No.

GARTIN:

No, he wasn't.

ARENA:

But Grandmother [Almira Burdg Milhous] was, till
quite a few years later.

GARTIN:

I didn't know her personally,
I have seen her.
but I've seen her.

ARENA:

I see. Any other President's relatives that come
to mind?

GARTIN:

Well, that is the main nucleus of it. Well, as I
stated before, I had more contact probably with Don
and Richard's father, in taking orders for the
fruits and vegetables.

ARENA:

I see. These others were acquaintances that you
can recall •

GARTIN:

Yes, oh yes.

ARENA

• • • but you didn't have that contact with them
that you had with the President's immediate family.

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

If I'm not mistaken, he

Again, though, just to clear up this picture, I ' l l
mention some more names that might ring a bell;
other relatives included the sister; later she
became Mrs. Gibbons. She was the nurse, Mrs. Martha Gibbons.
Does that name ring a bell?
GARTIN:

No, it doesn't.
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ARENA:

Another relative would be the President's aunt,
his mother's sister, living in Riverside [Califor
nia], Mrs. Edith Timberlake. She would visit from
time to time. Does that name ring a bell?

GARTIN:

I've heard of her, but I was never acquainted with
her.

ARENA:

I see. Another relative, a full brother--because
the President's grandfather married twice--a full
brother of Mrs. Hannah Nixon would be Ezra Milhous.

GARTIN:

I knew him only by sight.

ARENA:

Were you aware that he had an unusually large
family, over ten children, and that he was quite
a bit on the go and was a land leveler? Did you
know that?

GARTIN:

Yes.

ARENA:

Okay. Now, still another relative, half-relative
in this case, would have been Griffith Milhous,
who taught music, I understand, in the area. Does
that name ring a bell, Griffith?

GARTIN:

I never was acquainted with him.
sight only, also.

I knew him by

ARENA:

still another old-timer who would have been a
brother of the President's grandfather, who was
active in education, belonged to school boards,
was C. W. [Charles Wright] Milhous, brother of Grandfather
Franklin [Milhous]. Does that name ring a bell at all? He
would have been in the Lowell Joint School District.
GARTIN:

I remember him only by sight, and I knew one of
his children [grandson, William Alan Milhous],
the one that has the seafood place out there, the
seafood tavern, at the present time. We go out there and
eat quite often, and I remember him through his son. That's
the situation.

ARENA:

All right. I'd like to ask a couple of general
questions before we concentrate on your direct
contact with the Nixons, the President in particu
lar; a couple of general questions. The fact that you were
not a Quaker; I believe you said you are a Baptist, and you
were a Baptist when you came. And you came around what year?
GARTIN:

1919.

ARENA:

We had left you growing up in Indiana.
you finally did get here in 1919.

And then
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GARTIN:

Right.

ARENA:

Do you recall the occasion for the move from
your last. • • . Was the last place Indiana?

GARTIN:

Rush County, Rushville.

ARENA:

Rushville, Indiana.
for the move?

Do you recall the occasion

GARTIN:

Well, my parents had the idea of coming to Califor
nia as of several years back. In fact, in 1912
we took a trip and went to Oregon, to the Willam
ette Valley, with the intent of settling up there. But we
went in the spring of the year, and it was very, very rainy,
and also, I had a very bad case of chronic asthma. My
doctor said that nothing but a change of climate would help
me. It did. It more or less cured me. You might call this
a plug for Whittier, but it's the truth. And after staying
in Oregon for about thirty days, my parents decided that we
would have a pleasure trip and go on down to Southern Califor
nia, as my mother and father had cousins that lived in East
Whittier on Scott Avenue.
ARENA:
GARTIN:

Do you recall their names?

Yeah. Walter and Marie Jackson. And so we came
to Long Beach [California], and that was our main
hang-out, so to speak. We lived in the Glenwood Apartments,
an old apartment building down there on American Avenue,
which is now Long Beach Boulevard, just a block and a half
from the ocean, and we came down on a boat. There were
three boats that traversed from Portland, Oregon, down to
Long Beach, the Rose City.
I can't recall the other two.
We came down on the Rose City however, and it was quite a
boat trip for me. I'd never been on a boat that large in
my life. My parents hadn't either, for that matter. And
my mother and I and one other couple were the only ones that
did not get seasick.
Anyway, we stayed in Long Beach until September. My
grandparents came out from Indiana, had a pleasure trip, and
they came out and visited with us and lived there in the
apartment, and we all went back in September so I could start
school again. And, so that was the background of my folks
wanting to come to California. They got a taste of this
California weather, came over to Whittier and met the Jack
sons and saw them again. They'd come back there and visit
us maybe every five years or so. But that was the reason
my folks came to California and settled in Whittier.
And Dad bought the lemon ranch in East Whittier on
Whittier Boulevard, right between Cole [Road] and Colima Road,
where the Citizens' Bank sits now. That was our ranch in
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there. We had nine acres of lemons. And Russell Harrison
and his wife, Elizabeth [Milhous Harrison], lived right adja
cent to us on the ranch right south of us at that time. That
was before they moved up on Whittier Boulevard. They moved
up on Whittier Boulevard, and then she passed on, later on.
ARENA:

Do you recall that your father practiced the same
principles of farming here as he had back in Ohio
and Indiana?

GARTIN:

No.

ARENA:

Especially on the fertilizer?

GARTIN:

No, I would say that he went to commercials out
here. I will admit this: We had the Downey
Fertilizer Co. fertilize our ranch; that's [Sam]
Mooschekian, and their son [Ted Mooschekian] is selling real
estate at the present time here. And my dad bought all his
animal fertilizer from them, and there were two of the
fellows that came in with the load of stuff that was going
into business, and one would drive and the other would spread.
And the next load, they'd come, the other would drive and
the other would spread, see? But we used certain commercials
due to the Citrus Association. We belonged to the Whittier
Citrus Association, down at the corner of Penn Street and
Whittier Boulevard, which is extinct now, but they recommended
that we used commercials, a lot more sulphate of ammonia and
nitrogen. We'd get a better grade of fruit, a better set of
fruit, et cetera see, along with the animal fertilizer.
ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you, from the standpoint of
moving into a Quaker community, do you recall your
father ever expressing any doubts or any worries
about the idea that he would be a Baptist living in a
Quaker community?

GARTIN:

None whatsoever.
in that respect.

My folks were very liberal-minded

ARENA:

Do you recall that there ever was any difficulty
religionwise, he being a Baptist and living in a
Quaker community?

GARTIN:

Never.

ARENA:

There was none either way. You didn't feel as
though they were picking on you;

GARTIN:

No animosity either way.

ARENA:

And that involves you, your relations, say, with
the youngsters. You were about eighteen, yourself.
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GARTIN:

I was eighteen when I came; that's right.

ARENA:

That's a pretty critical age. You didn't find
that the youngsters were making fun of you, or
anything like that?

GARTIN:

No.

ARENA:

All right.

GARTIN:

I affiliated with the First Baptist Church up here
in 1921, Bright Avenue and Bailey Street.

ARENA:

Is that same building for that same church still
standing?

GARTIN:

No. The old building was a wood-shingled building
on the exterior, and they tore that down about 1929.

ARENA:

There was an earthquake, I understand around 1930,
and several buildings had to be torn down because
of that.

GARTIN:

This old building was more or less kind of a wreck
of a thing. I think I've got some old pictures of
it at home, but it was a shingle-covered exterior,
kind of ship-lap shingles, over the other, on the sides.
That was the kind of a building it was. And Arthur Blakeboro
was the contractor that built this present building that they
have up here at the present time.
ARENA:

About attending school, you said earlier you did
not go to Whittier college. Did you consider going
on to Whittier schools of any type while you were
here?

GARTIN:

No, I never did. I came out here and went to work,
to tell the truth about it.

ARENA:

What type of work did you get into, Mr. Gartin?

GARTIN:

Well, I was more or less in commercial ranching.

ARENA:

Does that mean that you worked for someone else?

GARTIN:

Yes. I had a set of tools, a tractor and a set of
tools, and I transported my tools over the country,
and I took care of about, oh, an average of 115 to
125 acres of citrus, mostly.

ARENA:

These would be other people's ranches, and you did
it on a contract basis?

GARTIN:

That's right.
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ARENA:

Were you among the first, or maybe THE first, to
use tractors and farm machinery in this area, do
you think?

GARTIN:

Well, I would say pretty close to the first.
They
were the old type tractors at that time. I started
in with a Fordson, and I finished up with a Cater
pillar.

ARENA:

Made by the Ford Company, possibly?

GARTIN:

Made by the Ford people.

That's right.

ARENA:

While we're on that subject about machinery, we
might go back a moment to the subject of Ezra
Milhous, the President's uncle, his mother's
brother. Several people have commented that he could have
used machinery, tractors, but preferred to stick to horses
way beyond the time that most people were switching. Do you
recall anything like that yourself? Do you recall him and
his horses?
GARTIN:

I remember that he did have horses. I remember
that. There were several people on Whittier Bou
levard that kept with horses up until, oh, I would
say practically in the thirties, early thirties.

ARENA:

How about some of the President's other relatives?
The President himself, of course, was not raised
on a farm in Whittier. As you know, his father was
a groceryrnan, operator, but how about Russell Harrison and
some of the other relatives?

GARTIN:

Well, Russell was a rancher himself, and he had a
citrus ranch in East Whittier.

ARENA:

Do you recall that you ever took jobs on for him?

GARTIN:

I never did.

ARENA:

Did he use machinery?

GARTIN:

He had machinery.

ARENA:

Including the President's uncle, Mr. [Russell]
Harrison, how would you describe the Quakers as
farmers, from the standpoint of being successful,
knowing the business, whatever you could say on that point,
having grown up along side of them for many years?
GARTIN:

I would say that on the average the Quakers were
pretty smart people. In the first place, they
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were pretty smart in locating the town where they located
the town of Whittier.
I've studied quite a little about
the city of Whittier and how the Quakers came here, and they
located in an area that they could raise citrus fruits.
That's what they wanted to raise and it was suitable for
that. It had warmth, which, when you get into the lowlands
in the southeast part of Whittier area, you get into cold
area and a lot of it was too damp. It would freeze the fruit
in the lowland area. Oranges or lemons would not grow there.
They would die with gumosis; that's a gum disease that de
veloped on the roots and the trunks of the trees. They would
bleed from too much moisture, see? So the Quakers were
pretty smart, locating their town where they did here, and
I've always admired them very, very much, myself.
BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
I believe we were just discussing your evaluation
of the Quakers as farmers. Now, Mr. Gartin, since
you also have been a businessman. • . . A farmer
is a businessman as well, but I believe you left farming and
are now a realtor.

ARENA:

GARTIN:

Right.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask when you did become a realtor?

. GARTIN:

1948 .

So you have had that continuous experience as a
realtor. Now, bearing that in mind, how would you
evaluate, how would you describe the general Qua
ker community? I'm thinking of Quakers in particular, be
cause, although the President was raised in the community,
not everyone was a Quaker. But his immediate and of course
heaviest, influence were Quaker People themselves, and I
know you would know who the Quakers were and who were not,
just out of plain common sense. Not that you would discrim
inate, or anything like that.
I'm sure you were aware that
the Nixons were Quakers, that the Marshburns were Quakers,
and all of that. How would you describe the Quaker business
man?

ARENA:

GARTIN:

I would describe him as being very honest and up
right. In fact, I worked my first seventeen months
for a man, Mr. Lou Kibler, who passed away with a
stroke, and I didn't like his partner, so I decided I was
going to make a change, and just lightly broadcast it around.
And Richie Morris--he's an old-time Quaker here in town--he
and Dick Smith were in partnership together, Morris and Smith,
Real Estate Brokers, at the corner of Philadelphia [Street]
and Washington [Avenue], where the Berean Book Store now sits.

-15

And they asked me to come and manage the office for them,
and I told them I had no experience, I couldn't manage an
office. And they said it suited them all right. And I
said, "How would I get along with the two brokers in their
office," see, and I was only a salesman. They said, "We'll
take care of that." So I said, "I'll check with my wife."
I went home and told her and she said, "You've got every
thing to gain and nothing to lose." So I went back and
accepted the job and managed their office for six years for
them.
ARENA:

Now let's go back to your direct contact with the
Nixons. First of all, when you were a customer,
what do you recall about the way in which the
Nixons ran the Nixon Grocery Store?
GARTIN:

Well, it was naturally a country grocery store,
for that matter, and not grossly stocked or any
thing like that, but they had a good stock of sup
plies, and truthfUlly, I always liked to trade with Mrs.
[Hannah] Nixon.
ARENA:

You found her a little easier to get along with?

GARTIN:

She was just a very lovely person. She was much
older than I was, but she was very, very congenial,
livable, lovable person. That's just the situation.

ARENA:

Now, how about seeing the President working in the
store? Did you ever take note of that, and as
you think back, whatever comes to mind on that
point.

GARTIN:

As I remember, Richard did not work in the store
too much. His brother Don was the one that worked
in the store mostly, and his dad, Frank.

ARENA:

This would have been around the time after 1922?

GARTIN:

After 1924, I would say.

ARENA:

Excuse me, 1924. You said 1924 earlier. And it
does go back to that year. So you can see the
picture, he began high school in 1926. Do you re
call that during the end of the twenties he would be putting
in time at the store, or that was all the way through? You
didn't see him as much as you saw Don.
GARTIN:

Not as much as I saw Don. Don was more or less the
store kind of a guy, and Richard was the scholastic
type.
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ARENA:

Do you ever recall speaking with the President or
being waited upon by him during this period?

GARTIN:

No, I can't.

ARENA:

But you definitely recall having that contact
with Donald .

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

. • . because your chances were so much better of
running into him. Now, from the standpoint of being
a seller to the Nixon Grocery Store, would you de
scribe as much as you can, what you sold, how the business
affairs were conducted? Was it credit, cash? If Mr. Frank
Nixon owed you money, what type of creditor was he? What
type of businessman? Whatever comes to mind.
GARTIN:

The wholesale business which I was in, they usually
paid cash every day for what they bought, and they
would buy maybe a sack of potatoes, a box of
apples, possibly half a crate of lettuce, a crate of celery,
maybe a half dozen bunches of radishes, the same amount of
green onions, and such as that; maybe a fifty-pound bag of
Spanish onions once a week or twice a week, but that was the
situation.
ARENA:

Was it a case where you took the order and delivered
it personally?

GARTIN:

I did.

ARENA:

You did this for about how many other stores, Mr.
Gartin?

GARTIN:

Oh, about five or six other stores in Whittier and
the vicinity.

ARENA:

Was that your total business income at that time?

GARTIN:

No, I was doing commercial ranch work on the side.
In fact, I worked all day long at commercial ranch
ing, and then I would get up in the morning at 1
o'clock and go to the Los Angeles market on Central Avenue
in Los Angeles [California], the Central Market, and there's
where I would buy my fruits and vegetables, come out and
unload, and then I would go to my tractor and irrigation
and so forth, work all day long, and then about 5 dclock I'd
kick off and go and get my orders for the next day, and go
home that evening.
ARENA:

About when did you call it a day?
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GARTIN:

Oh, usually about 8 o'clock.

ARENA:

And you'd be down at the market about 4 o'clock?

GARTIN:

I'd be at the market before that.
up about 1:30.

ARENA:

Would I be correct in assuming that it would be
Mr. Frank Nixon with whom you dealt regarding the
purchase of these items?

GARTIN:

Mostly.

ARENA:

How was he to do business with, personally?

GARTIN:

Well, I might use the term hard-boiled, but maybe
that isn't it. He was a little bit gruff.

ARENA:

Were there any differences from the standpoint of
money? Did he complain about the price, for
example?

GARTIN:

Never had any arguments with him at all. He was
just very short-spoken, and he never had time to
visit with you for five minutes, or two minutes,
even.

I'd usually get

GARTIN:

He was not that type, while Richard once in a while
would be in there and he'd visit for a few minutes.
Don was in there most of the time.
It seemed as
though he and his mother, Hannah, were the ones that opera
ted the store, along with his dad. And I'd like to deal with
them, and I'd try my level best to deal with them all the
time if I could.

ARENA:

Do you recall, ever, that the President asked you
about buying fruits and vegetables, or wholesale
that way, because he would be doing that himself
sometimes?

GARTIN:

No, he never did.

ARENA:

He never asked you or raised that question?

GARTIN:

Not that I remember.

ARENA:

Did you know that he did do that .

GARTIN:

Yes.

ARENA:

. •

. . . during part of his educational career? He
would get up early to buy these fruits and vege
tables. As far as you know, he was not doing it at
the same time as you were.
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GARTIN:

No, later on.

ARENA:

Did Mr. Frank Nixon ever try to engage you in a
political or religious discussion?

GARTIN:

No, I don't remember that he ever did.

ARENA:

Did you ever see him so engaged with others of the
community, whether they were customers or salesmen
such as yourself?

GARTIN:

No, I believe that I was trying to get my job done
as soon as possible. At that time, it was during
the depression era, just previous to the depression
and during the depression era when I was wholesaling, and I
would say that I had to get all the work in I could to sup
port my family.
Didn't get much sleep, either.
ARENA:

Like Mr. Frank Nixon, you didn't have any desire
to go into discussions of any type, actually.
Is
there anything else you want to say about the run
ning of the store or your contact with the store that I have
not mentioned?
GARTIN:

Well, I stated before, I believe, it was a country
store, nothing elaborate. As I remember, it was
right in the front of their house.
It was just
built right on a portion of their home, and they lived in the
back part and the store was in the front part.
ARENA:

Moving on to your knowledge and friendship through
the years with Coach [Wallace J.] Newman, he has
been described as a football coach. How would you
describe him as a member of the community? And did he live
in Whittier all the time you knew him?

GARTIN:

He lived in Whittier all the time that I knew him,
that's right. He graduated from the University of
Southern California and took up a coaching job at
Covina High School, and did very, very well with the teams
over there. And I think, if I'm not mistaken, he came right
from there over to Whittier College and was the Whittier
College football coach and made a very wonderful job of it,
did a good job. He was a very interested man in his men.
And I find, as I play golf with him every week and going from
golf course to golf course, when we'll run onto an occasional
old member of his squad that he had in high school or college,
that those kids are all very, very friendly and fond of Coach
Newman.
ARENA:

What was it about him, do you think, that made
people like him, because evidently he's well-liked
by a lot of people.
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GARTIN:

Well, one thing I respect him very much for, he
is a quarter-blood Indian, he has taken up the
ball, so to speak, and carried it for the Indians
in this area of Southern California, and he devotes a lot
of his time to the Indians.
Do you find that he is shy or not shy in talking
about his Indian background, and do you get the
impression that he has studied Indian history
himself?

ARENA:

GARTIN:

He has studied it and is still studying it, and he
is proud to be an Indian. I would say this, that
I never have had a game of golf with him or been
any place with him but what something is brought up about
the Indians.

ARENA:

And he brings it up?

GARTIN:

He brings it up and he carries the ball on it.

ARENA:
him?

Can you recall, in all the time that you have known
him, that a situation has ever come where someone
has slighted him or has expressed prejudice against
Has that ever come to your knowledge directly?

GARTIN:

Not a personal prejudice, but I have been in groups
playing golf where some of the guys would kid him
or razz him about being an Indian, and he's proud
of it.

ARENA:

How does he take to that razzing?

GARTIN:

He takes it very well, and I was surprised that he
did. I thought that, knowing him only just going
up and watching him play football, practice foot
ball, I thought he was just right down the line, one thing.
But he's a very, very wonderful guy to get along with, and I
appreciate that I get to play golf with him.
ARENA:

GARTIN:

You say that you have visited the practice sessions.
What do you recall, if anything, about seeing the
President during these practice football sessions
at Whittier College?

Well, as a usual thing, I would say that Richard
was warming the bench most of the time.
I would
say that there were times when he did get out, but
as a usual thing he was a bench-warmer. He was very slim;
he wasn't a heavy guy at all, and as I remember, he played
tackle.
It took some weight in there and he just didn't quite
have the weight demanded to play that position, but he was
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willing and he tried.

I'll give him credit for that.

ARENA:

Since you knew the family, you can recollect quite
clearly seeing Richard on the field.
In other
words, you're not thinking back; you're not think
ing back; you're very clear and you recall looking for him,
even maybe because you knew the family.

GARTIN:

Sure.

ARENA:

So these recollections are very clear in your own
mind.

GARTIN:

They're clear in my mind.
I might say this was at
the old Hadley Field at Whittier College. I'd go
up and watch them practice. In the old wooden
bleachers they had up there, I could sit right there within
thirty or forty feet of the whole squad. And Chief would be
down there with his squad and say, "I want you to do this now;
I want you to do this now."
"Now, when you get out there, I
want you to do this," or, "Don't do this." And they were all
taking it in.
ARENA:

Did you get the impression that during the practice
sessions he was on the bench most of the time, also?

GARTIN:

Right.

ARENA:

Depending on how Chief ran his practice sessions,
there wouldn't be an opportunity for him to be
getting drill or throwing the ball back and forth
on the side?

GARTIN:

No, he didn't have any ball. He was a body contact
man, supposed to be; and as I stated before, he was
very slim and slender at that time.
I don't think
Richard weighed over, if I may quote, I doubt if he weighed
over about 150 to 165 pounds, in that area, and with his
height, it made him kind of slim, so body contact wasn't too
good for him. That was the situation. I talked to Chief
about it while we've been playing golf here in the last few
years, and he said that he never liked to put a guy in there
and have him beat up by somebody just to put him out there
just to play. It wasn't worth it; that was the situation.
ARENA:

Do you recall that there were others besides the
President warming the bench? Was he one of a few,
or were there quite a few others?

GARTIN:

Oh, there were always quite a few. At the begin
ning of the season they would start in with about
fifty men, and then they would peel it down to
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about forty, see? It was an elimination situation. But
Richard usually stayed with the team. He stayed with the
team while he was in school. But he didn't playa lot;
that's the thing, as I remember it.
ARENA:

Do you recall ever discussing that with him, per
sonally, during these four years, or with members
of his family, including Mrs. Hannah Nixon? Do you
know if she ever talked about her football son; any fear of
the violence, for example?
GARTIN:

No. The only thing that I can remember is that I
have talked with Russell Harrison, his uncle, and
he stated that, well, Dick was not a born foot
baIler.

ARENA:

And he said this during that time? When you did
see Richard in his football uniform, if you can
recollect, was he quiet? Was he the type that
would get up and run around and shout and try to encourage
the team? What do you recall about him, even though he was
not in the actual game? Does anything stand out about his
actions? Even though it seems impossible, was he an active
bench-warmer, in any way at all?
GARTIN:

Well, as I remember him, he was pretty quiet. He
was not the guy that splurged or worked off or
spouted off to the mouth. I don't remember of ever
seeing him do that.

ARENA:

From your recollection of other football players
on the team, and other students, maybe because they
were relatives, or maybe because of some special rea
son you observed some of the others--and you need not mention
any names--how would he compete from the standpoint of being
a good student as well as a football player?

ARENA:

Did he seem to you to be the average type of foot
ball player at that time?

GARTIN:

I would say that he probably was, because there were
only a few standouts. That was the situation, and
those standouts were usually in the backfield.

ARENA:

Do you remember the names of the standouts?

GARTIN:

No.

ARENA:

Does the name [John L.] Arrambide come to mind?

GARTIN:

Yes, it does.
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ARENA:

Is there anything else about the football associa
tion that comes to mind that I haven't asked, Mr.
Gartin?

GARTIN:

I don't believe so. As I say, I worked quite a bit
then, and of course I attended all the games, night
games. I would take the time off and take my family
and kids to see the football games. They loved 'em, and my
wife loved 'em likewise, so we always attended the games, for
that matter. But as far as I mentioned going up to the col
lege and watching 'em practice, it would only be for a matter
of half an hour or an hour that I could go up there in between
the times when I was irrigating or tractoring, why I would
drop off up there, just to satisfy my longings. I never got
to play football myself and I always enjoyed seeing it.
ARENA:

Although we're not interested in politics as such,
did you know that one of the backers of the Presi
dent's first venture into politics was Chief Newman?
Were you aware of that? Have you ever seen that picture where
the President is standing with a group of different members
of the community, such as Herman Perry and some others, and
Chief Newman? Were you aware of that?
GARTIN:

I remember it, yes.

ARENA:

The question is this: Was the Chief an active po
litical man in the sense of backing anybody? Over
the years, especially during the time when you knew
him and you would be watching football games, and right up,
we'll say, to about 1945, right up to the end of the war, do
you recall that he was engaging in this sort of political
work?
GARTIN:

No, I don't remember it.

ARENA:

Do you think, then, that his backing of the Presi
dent was not a common thing, because you personally
don't recall his ever doing that?

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

That's what I wanted to establish. And how would
you evaluate that? How would you comment on the
fact that the Chief DID back this man who was
running for political office?

GARTIN:

Well, I think that Chief Newman was a very close
checker, so to speak, on personalities and charac
ters, who worked with him and for him, like his
men on the team, and I think that anybody that he felt was
very, very conscientious he would give them the ultimate.
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ARENA:

That leads to this question--and remember, it isn't
the politics that I'm interested in, but it's the
idea of the character of the President, as seen by
someone who was known in the community--knowing the Whittier
community, as you did, having moved here back in 1919, know
ing Chief Newman and knowing President Nixon, do you think
that the fact that a person like the Chief backed the Presi
dent was a distinct asset for the President running for
office or not? In other words, did it make any difference if
the people knew the Chief in the community? Do you think that
would have been an important asset for the President?
GARTIN:

Well, the Chief was very well-known. There's no
question about that. I would say, I don't believe
two or three people out of ten knew him as Wallace
Newman, they knew him as Chief Newman. He originally arrived
from Sherman Indian Institute. There's where he had his pre
liminary education, and then went to the university of South
ern California.
ARENA:

Where is Sherman Indian Institute located?

GARTIN:

Over by Riverside [California].

ARENA:

Is it still located there?

GARTIN:

I don't know if it is still in operation or not.
I'll have to ask Chief that sometime.

ARENA:

I didn't mean to cut you off. You were saying
that the Chief came from Sherman Indian Institute,
over to the university of Southern California, to
Covina [California], then to Whittier College, and people
more or less knew these basic facts.
GARTIN:

I think so.

ARENA:

And then, if a person like the Chief backed the
President, that was saying something about the
President himself.

GARTIN:

I believe so.

ARENA:

Is there anything else about this connection be
tween the Chief and football and President Nixon
that I have not brought up that you would like to
bring up at this time, before we move on to another area?
GARTIN:

I don't believe so.

ARENA:

The next area that I would like to go into that
you mentioned earlier is that in which you ob
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served the President participating in debates.
recall about that, Mr. Gartin?

What do you

GARTIN:

Well, my wife and I went to. • • • I couldn't call
the dates or the years, or anything.

ARENA:

But you do recall they would be during a college
year, 1930 to '34?

GARTIN:

Yes. And I enjoyed Richard, because he was very
stern-spoken and clear-spoken. He was wonderful to
listen to.
I enjoyed his debates. He was very,
very astounding to me, I'll tell you. I really enjoyed them
very, very much, and so did my wife.
ARENA:

Did it astound you that he was so good and so young?
Does that seem to be a fair statement?

GARTIN:

I think that was probably the background of it, that
he was as smart and witty as he was at his age.
That was the situation. He was very studious.
Richard always appeared to me as a very studious young gentle
man.
ARENA:

While he was studious, even while he was debating,
did you find he was talking over your head, that he
was using big words, or anything like that?

GARTIN:

No.
I would say that he wasn't. He was talking
on the ground level. I was just a high school
graduate. That's all the education I had, but I
could fathom what he was saying. He won a lot of his debates,
too, I'll tell you.

ARENA:

Is there anything about the debates that stands
out in your mind, some particular debate, some
particular event?

GARTIN:

No, I can't really say that there is.

ARENA:

You just recall them in general.

GARTIN:

But I just had to mention that I did remember him
in those debates, and I've always pictured Richard
as these cartoonists do today. They picture him
with a very rigid jaw, and so forth.
That's the way he was
in his debates. And they didn't back him off the map on
anything, either. He had the answers.
[Laughter] When it
came to getting him backed up, why, he was right there with
the answers.
ARENA:

Do you recall that they would state at the end of
the debate who won the debate and who the best
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debater was, and did his name keep coming up in that regard?
GARTIN:

It did.

ARENA:

Do you recall that there was any particular subject
on which he debated?

GARTIN:

Well, I can't recall exactly what it was, but as
I remember, most of his debating was historical
debating.

ARENA:

Was the audience medium, from the standpoint of
numbers of people? Were these de bates well-attended?

GARTIN:

Very well-attended.

ARENA:

And by people such as yourself, who were not con
nected directly with the college, but the commun
ity.

GARTIN:

That's right. You would see the, oh, shall we call
them, like me, the laymen around in town, at these,
because he became very noted as a debater. There's
no question about that.

ARENA:

Would you say that people attended the debates be
cause they knew that he would be one of the debaters
and wanted to hear him in particular?

GARTIN:

I think so.

ARENA:

Do you recall the newspaper coverage of these de
bates?

GARTIN:

I can't remember that exactly, only I know that he
always did get good backing from the newspapers,
definitely.

That's the reason we went.

ARENA:

Knowing the President as a youngster in the store,
knowing him as a debater in college, and then know
ing him as he is today, can you make some reference
as to how he is similar in the things he does today? What
other things that you see in him today remind you of the young
Nixon, and what things do you see in him today that are new?
GARTIN:

Well, to me, I don't think Richard's voice has
changed at all. When I hear him on radio or TV,
his voice reverts right back to the way I used to
hear him when he was speaking in these debates, or when I
talked to him a little bit--which was very little--out at
the store. He was very clearly-spoken.
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ARENA:

In other words, you're saying that the Richard
Nixon that you heard speaking during the college
years still has pretty much the same public speak
ing personality and delivery and approach that he had then.

GARTIN:

That's right.

ARENA:

Standing up, and facing people directly.

GARTIN:

Lord only knows who knew he was going to be a
politician at the time, but I always pictured him
out there as a very stern-jawed kid, and that's
the way he's pictured now by cartoonists, et cetera, as a
very stern-jawed man. And well, I think he has done more for
his country than we will ever realize in our career; in my
time it will never come out. People try to berate him and
degrade him and so forth, but they don't have the basic
ground. I just mentioned to my wife the other day that I
think he is the hardest-working President that I have ever
seen in my career or in my lifetime.
ARENA:

Mr. Gartin, as the interview is coming to a close,
is there anything else you would like to say or
bring up?

GARTIN:

I don't think of anything especially, sir.

ARENA:

Thank you very much for your cooperation, and for
making this contribution to this historical study.

GARTIN:

You're very welcome.

I'm sorry I didn't know more.

